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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

Thanks to sustained         

improvement over a five-

year period in English      

language arts, math, and 

graduation rates, Pasco High 

School was honored once 

again with a 2018 School of  

Distinction award. It’s the 

third consecutive year that 

Pasco High has received this   

prestigious honor.  

The award was presented by 

the Bellevue-based Center 

for Educational Effective-

ness, in partnership with the 

Association of Education 

Service Districts, the       

Association of Washington 

School Principals, the 

Washington Association of School Administrators, the 

Washington State School Directors’ Association, and 

the Washington State Association of Supervision and 

Curriculum Development. 

Superintendent Darcy Weisner with Educational    

Service District 123 presented the award to Pasco 

High teachers and administrators during the District’s 

Board of Directors meeting on January 22. “This 

award recognizes student achievement and student 

growth in English language arts, mathematics, and 

graduation rates,” Weisner says. “Pasco High has 

achieved this milestone for three years in a row, and 

that is worthy of celebration. You are in the top five 

percent of all schools in the state of Washington”  

Pasco High is one of just 20 high schools across the 

state to earn the School of Distinction award, and it’s 

the only high school in southeastern Washington to 

receive the honor. A total of 91 elementary, middle 

and high schools in Washington were recognized as a 

School of Distinction in 2018. 

Pasco High School Earns 3rd Consecutive ‘School of Distinction’ Honor 
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Pasco High School staff members (from left to right) Chip Elfering, Rodney DeHaan, 

Brian Torrence, Steven Nelson, Molly Tuinstra and Julia Dudley were honored at the 

Board of Directors meeting on Jan. 22. For the third consecutive year, Pasco High was 

recognized as a “School of Distinction” by the Center for Educational Effectiveness. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Pasco School Nurses Receive ‘Stop the Bleed’ Training from Paramedics 

Pasco School District nurses recently received 

some special hands-on training from the Pasco 

Fire Department. As part of the Department of 

Homeland Security’s “Stop the Bleed Initia-

tive”, medical and military personnel are lead-

ing one-hour classes all over the country that 

teach citizens how to apply pressure to a 

wound, pack a wound, and even apply a     

tourniquet. The training could help save lives 

in trauma situations where there isn’t time to 

wait for an ambulance to arrive. 

Pasco Fire Department paramedics led the 

training at Chiawana High School on Jan. 16. 

Nearly two dozen of Pasco’s school nurses  

participated, practicing how to stuff gauze and 

apply pressure to a simulated wound with heavy bleeding. They also practiced how to apply tourniquets to 

stop blood flow. 

“If a major trauma happens in a classroom, there may not be time to call for a nurse or wait for an ambulance,” 

says Pasco Fire Department spokesman Ben Shearer. “This is simple training that any teacher, citizen, or     

student can perform and save a life.” 

In addition to the training, Pasco Fire Department has purchased 30 “Stop the Bleed” kits for school district 

staff to place in schools around the district. The kits will allow anyone to take the steps necessary to save a life 

in an emergency. A big “thank you” to the Pasco Fire Department for sharing this valuable training with our 

school nurses. 

Name Suggestions Needed for Middle School #4 

The community is invited to submit 

name suggestions for Middle School 

#4, which will open in August 2020.  

Names most likely to be forwarded 

to the Board of Directors for consid-

eration will honor the contributions 

of individuals to the development of 

young children. The deadline to   

submit your name suggestions is      

February 15. 

To submit a name suggestion,       

visit www.psd1.org/SchoolNames 

https://www.psd1.org/SchoolNames
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 Pasco Kiwanis Makes Generous Donation to Chiawana Band Program 

A big “thank you” to the Pasco  

Kiwanis Club! The club presented 

a $500 check to Chiawana High 

School band director Kevin     

Clayton after the CHS Jazz        

Ensemble performed at the weekly 

Kiwanis luncheon on Dec. 20. 

Thank you Pasco Kiwanis for your 

generous support of our students! 

#PROUDofPASCO 

Livingston Elementary Wins Coats for Kids    

Challenge for 11th Year in a Row! 

Congratulations to the Livingston Leopards! For the 11th straight year, 

they collected the most coats in the Kadlec/KNDU-TV Coats for Kids 

School Challenge. KNDU-TV news anchor Tracci Dial presented the 

School Challenge trophy to Livington’s students at a school assembly on 

Dec. 21, and Kadlec gave Livingston’s PTO $500 to be used for student 

activities.  

Great job Leopards! 
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6th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’ Food Drive Delivers Again 

An annual Pasco tradition continued 

on Dec. 20 as three Pasco school  

buses rolled into the parking lot of 

the Second Harvest Distribution  

Center full of non-perishable food 

donations for the food bank. 

The annual “Project Fill the Bus” 

food drive was the brainchild of PSD 

bus drivers Tamara Pearson and 

Cheryl Ross back in 2013. The 

event continues to grow every year 

as donations are collected at each 

school and district building for sever-

al weeks. 

“There’s a group of us that has been 

doing it every year and we really en-

joy it. We get really excited to go out 

and collect the food. We have a great 

time,” Pearson says. 

The bus drivers ventured out into the community as 

well, setting up a bus to collect food at the Yoke’s 

Fresh Market on Road 68 on Dec. 15. This year, the 

bus drivers collected and delivered 3,950 pounds of 

food, which Second Harvest says they’re able to use to 

create nearly 3,300 meals for local families. 

With many families dealing with tighter budgets in the 

winter months, this food drive comes at a perfect time 

to do the most good. “This is a challenging time for 

those in need,” says Second Harvest Development 

Manager Jean Tucker. “The cold winter months mean 

higher heating bills, which leaves less grocery money 

for families already struggling with hunger. The 

“Project Fill the Bus” donation will help stock the 

shelves of food banks and meal programs right here in 

Benton and Franklin counties.” 

Over the past six years, Pasco bus drivers have collect-

ed and delivered more than 40,000 pounds of food for 

Second Harvest. 

 
Saluting Students 

Robinson Elementary students (from left to 

right) Tobias Navarro, Jose Rojas, Alondra    

Piedra, Isaac Villasenor, and Anastasia 

Cloy led the flag salute at the Board of Direc-

tors meeting on January 22. The students are 

members of Robinson’s chess team, and they 

have all qualified for this year’s State Chess 

Tournament that will be held later this spring. 

Pasco bus drivers collected and delivered 3,950 pounds of food to Second 

Harvest this year as part of the 6th annual “Project Fill the Bus” food drive. 
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Longfellow Elementary Welcomes Community at VIP Day 

Christmas came a little early for two 

dozen Pasco School District students 

this year. On December 15th, 24 stu-

dents and their families were invited to 

the Pasco Walmart, where they were 

paired up with a local law enforcement 

officer and given a $150 gift card to 

spend on holiday gifts.  

Dozens of officers from Pasco Police, 

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Connell Police and West Richland Police all volunteered their time to help 

the students with their shopping lists. Members of the Pasco Police Explorers program were also on hand to 

assist as “Santa’s Helpers” when needed. 

A big “thank you” to all of the law enforcement personnel who participated in this event and shared their gen-

erosity with our students. 

Pasco Education Foundation Awards Mini-Grants to Three PSD Teachers 

As part of its ongoing commitment to support Pasco teachers, the Pasco Education Foundation has awarded 

classroom mini-grants to three PSD teachers for the 2018-19 school year. This year’s mini-grant recipients 

are Markham Elementary music teacher Christina McElroy, Chess 

Elementary reading recovery teacher Joy Dawson, and Captain 

Gray STEM Elementary 4th grade teacher Phil Cioppa. Each  

teacher will receive up to $250 for projects in their classroom. 

The Pasco Education Foundation is a non-profit organization that 

was established in 2006. The foundation raises money to support 

students, staff and schools in the Pasco School District. 

Last year, PEF and their partners awarded $63,000 in scholarships to 

Pasco students. If you would like more information about the  Pasco 

Education Foundation, please contact Melanie Norris at             

(509) 531-3801 or send an email to pascoedfoundation@gmail.com 

mailto:pascoedfoundation@gmail.com


 

 

Board Notes 1-22-19 
Study Session 

• Susana Reyes updated the board on the school boundary recommendation for Three Rivers Elementary, along with an update 
on potential grade configuration changes.  

 
Special Recognition 

• ESD 123 Superintendent Darcy Weisner presented a 2018 School of Distinction award to Pasco High School staff members and 
administrators. 

 
Reports 

• Susana Reyes provided the board the District’s recommendation for school boundaries for Three Rivers Elementary. 
 
Extended Study/Discussion 

• Mark Garrett provided the board an update on the District’s design and implementation of its goal setting and monitoring 
framework.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School and Pasco High School Speech 
and Debate teams to attend the Thomas Foley Memorial Competition in Spokane, WA; Student Board Representatives to attend the 
WASA/WSBO Legislative Conference and Day on the Hill in Olympia, WA; Chiawana High School, Pasco High School and Delta 
High School Speech and Debate teams to attend the Regional Speech and Debate Competition in Spokane, WA; Chiawana High 
School Orchestra to participate in an Orchestra Festival in Bellingham, WA.   

 
Board Notes 1-8-19 

Study Session 

• Jenny Rodriquez updated the board on some procedural updates underway at PSD’s high schools and middle schools.  
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to board members Steve Christensen, Sherry Lancon, Scott Lehrman, Amy    
Phillips and Aaron Richardson to celebrate School Board Recognition month. 

 
Reports 

• Susana Reyes provided an update to the board on the school boundary revision work underway to accommodate the addition of 
Three Rivers Elementary in the 2019-2020 school year. 

 
Extended Study/Discussion 

• Erich Bolz provided the board an overview of the Communities in Schools program and highlighted the many services the pro-
gram offers to students and families.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of new Columbia River Elementary and Middle School #4 Site Grading and Contract; Ap-
proval of Highly Capable Students Program Annual Plan iGrant Application Form Package 217; Approval of Three Rivers Elemen-
tary Site Preparation Change Order #1; Approval of Out of State Student Travel for Chiawana High School and Pasco High School 
DECA students to attend Sports Business Night in Portland, OR.   
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the 
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/c/pascoschools 

 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). 

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24 

Upcoming Events: Jan. 28: Semester Break - NO SCHOOL 

Jan. 31: VIP Day - Livingston Elementary: 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Feb. 4-8: National School Counseling Week 

Feb. 12: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 18: Presidents Day - NO SCHOOL 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W. 

Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and 

www.psd1.org.  

https://www.youtube.com/c/pascoschools
http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:cstingley@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

